
SNORKELING AND SCUBA DIVING
RELEASE OF LIABILITY, ASSUMPTION OF RISK, WAIVER OF CLAIMS, AND INDEMNITY AGREEMENT
In consideration of being permitted to enroll in a snorkeling and/or scuba diving instructional course and/or participate in snorkeling or scuba diving activities and related operations conducted by __________________________in _____________, ____________________, beginning on the ___ day of _______, 20_____, I agree for myself and on behalf of my personal representatives, heirs, estate, beneficiaries, dependents, and next of kin as follows:
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF INHERENT RISKS
I acknowledge that snorkeling and scuba diving are inherently hazardous recreational activities involving significant risks that cannot be eliminated regardless of the care taken by instructors, dive masters, boat operators, or other personnel.
These risks include, but are not limited to:
[bookmark: _Hlk229486082]• Drowning or near drowning
• Decompression sickness, arterial gas embolism, or other 			    hyperbaric injuries
• Barotrauma affecting ears, lungs, or sinuses
• Equipment malfunction or improper use of life-support equipment
• Strong currents, waves, surge, poor visibility, or changing weather		  conditions
• Contact with boats, ladders, reefs, underwater structures, or other 	     divers
• Marine life encounters
• Separation from dive partners or dive leaders
• Physical exertion, fatigue, panic, or medical emergencies while		     diving
• Delayed rescue or limited access to medical facilities due to the		    remote location of dive sites
•  Slip and fall hazards on wet decks
•  Boarding and disembarking vessels
•  Vessel movement or collision
•  Injuries from propellers or marine equipment
•  Exposure to sun, heat, dehydration, or seasickness
I understand that injuries associated with diving may require recompression chamber treatment and that such facilities may be located a considerable distance away and may require transport by boat or other means.
VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION
I voluntarily choose to participate in snorkeling and/or scuba diving activities with full knowledge of the risks involved. I understand that scuba diving involves the use of life-support equipment and specialized training and that improper use may result in serious injury or death.
I certify that I am physically fit for snorkeling and/or scuba diving activities and that I have no medical condition, injury, illness, impairment, or medication use that could create an unreasonable risk to myself or others. I understand that certain medical conditions may increase the risks associated with diving and that I am responsible for consulting a physician when appropriate. I confirm that I am physically and medically fit to participate and agree to inform the dive operator of any medical condition, medication, or physical limitation that could affect my safety.
ASSUMPTION OF RISK
I expressly and voluntarily assume all risks, known or unknown, foreseeable or unforeseeable, associated with snorkeling, scuba diving instruction, training dives, boat transportation, equipment use, and all related diving operations.
I accept full responsibility for inspecting any rented or provided equipment prior to use and for immediately reporting any concerns or defects.
I understand that participation in these activities is entirely voluntary and that I may discontinue participation at any time.
RELEASE AND COVENANT NOT TO SUE
To the fullest extent permitted by the laws of ____________________, I, and anyone acting on my behalf including my personal representatives, heirs, estate, beneficiaries, dependents, and next of kin agree not to bring any claim, demand, lawsuit, or legal proceeding against:  “Released Parties” who shall include the dive operator, vessel owners and operators, instructors, dive masters, crew members, training agencies (such as: PADI, NAUI, SSI), affiliated businesses, property owners, contractors, volunteers, employees, agents, insurers, and all related persons or entities, for any loss, damage, injury, illness, or death arising out of or related to my participation in snorkeling or scuba diving activities, instruction, boat transportation, dives, excursions, or related diving operations. including claims arising from the ordinary negligence of the released parties, whether passive or active, but excluding claims arising from gross negligence, reckless conduct, or intentional misconduct where prohibited by law. Any claim arising from the activities described herein must be filed within one (1) year of the incident unless prohibited by law.
I understand that this agreement not to sue is intended to bind me and any person or entity who may assert a claim on my behalf or through me, including my estate and family members.
PARTICIPANT RESPONSIBILITIES
I agree that I am responsible for:
• Following all dive briefings, instructions, and safety procedures
• Diving within the limits of my certification, training, and experience
• Properly assembling, inspecting, and using equipment
• Maintaining buddy contact and safe diving practices
• Immediately informing staff if I experience distress, illness, or equipment issues
INDEMNIFICATION AND HOLD HARMLESS
I agree to indemnify and hold harmless the released parties from any claims, damages, losses, or expenses (including legal costs) arising from:
• My participation in snorkeling or scuba diving activities
• My failure to follow safety instructions or established diving practices
• Any claims as allowed by law  brought by third parties arising from my conduct during the activity 
MEDICAL AUTHORIZATION
In the event of an emergency, I authorize the dive operator and its staff to arrange for medical treatment, evacuation, or transportation deemed necessary for my safety. I agree that I am responsible for any costs associated with such treatment or evacuation.
BINDING EFFECT ON ESTATE AND FAMILY MEMBERS
I intend this agreement to be binding upon my family members, estate, personal representatives, heirs, beneficiaries, dependents, and next of kin, and I expressly agree that none of those persons or entities shall assert any claim or cause of action arising from my participation in the activities described in this agreement.
GOVERNING LAW
This agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of ______________
EXCLUSIVE JURISDICTION AND VENUE
Any dispute, claim, or legal proceeding arising out of or related to this agreement or the activities described herein shall be brought exclusively in the courts of ___________________, and I consent to the jurisdiction of those courts.
SEVERABILITY
If any provision of this agreement is found to be invalid or unenforceable under applicable law, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect.
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF UNDERSTANDING
I certify that:
[bookmark: _Hlk229488097]• I have carefully read this agreement.
• I fully understand its contents and legal effect.
• I sign it voluntarily and without inducement or assurance of any nature. 
• This agreement shall survive completion of the activities and remain binding thereafter.
Electronic signatures and scanned copies of this agreement shall be deemed equivalent to original signatures.

Participant Name: ______________________________    	Witness Name:_______________________________
Signature: ___________________________________		Witness Signature:_____________________________
Date: ______________________				Date:________________________ 

